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NineteenthVolume of the Critical Reviewe 


HIS work is now in the tenth year of its publi. 
cation; a tract of time which 3 its authors RE- 
virw with the highetft fatisfaction, as it affords them 
an opportunity to exprefs their gratitude for the long 
and growing indulgence their labours have met ith, 
from their commencement to the prefent period, 
They are confcious that if the moft fincere intentions 
for the benefit of literature can entitle them to fuc- 
cefs, they deferve it ; but to imagine that it can be 
attained without forme mierit in the execution, would 
be offering an infult to the judgment of. their 
readers. 


Their province is, perhaps, the moft ungrate- 
ful and difficult of any in the republic of- letters. 
Their enemies may be counted by the numbers of 
thofe authors whofe works they have either entirely 
condemned, or coldly praifed, a formidable and a 
bay band !__Their friends confift of the few, the 

very few, writers, whofe modefty inclines them to 
believe, that favourable, but candid criticifm, may 
be of fervice to their works, upon their firft appear- 

ance in public. 


_ The naturé of their undertaking fufficiently points 
out its difficulties. Seldom indulged to ‘tread’ the 
Vou XIX, a carpet 
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carpet grounds of learning, they muft toil through its 
moft rugged paths, while a thoufand eyes are ready to 
take advantage of, and expofe, the leaft inadvertency 
they commit, and even to mifreprefent them when 
they make none, but are proceeding with firmnefs 
and caution. The character they affume lays them 
under another great difadvantage ; becaufe the mif- 
take that would be overlooked as venial in another 
writer, is confidered as unpardonable in a Critical 
Reviewer. Even prudential confiderations are at- 
tended with difagreeable difficulties in the execution 
of their work, through the variety of their readers. 
The divine, the phytician, the philologift, the mathe- 
matician, and, in fhort, every profeffion expects to be 
gratified in its own particular department of ftudy, 
while the multifarious productions of the month deny 
the Reviewers the pleafure of anfwering their ex- 
pectations. 


In their laft addrefs to the public *, they mentioned 
fome perfonal attacks that had been made upon them 
by their foes, and upon one gentleman in particular. 
Perfeverance is one of the charaéters belonging to 
the fons of dulnefs, and the Reviewers have experi- 
enced it. Having repelled the artillery of private ca- 
lumny and literary obloquy, the battery. againft 
them has been lately changed to a higher ground, 
but without doing greater execution, and that upon 
the following occafion : 


Every one is fenfible, that fince his prefent Ma- 
jefty’s acceffion to the throne, political writings have 
engrofled the attention of the ‘public of England 
more than they have done at any time fince the Re- 
volution. A new era of the conftitution feems to 
have been opened, and it is generally believed that 
fome of the moft refpectable perfonages in the king- © 
dom have contributed by their" literary labours to 





* See Preface to Vol. XI, 
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PREFAC E. | 
the national controverfies, in which they are fo deeply 
interefted. Be that as it will, the Critical Reviewers, 
according to the plan of their undertaking and their 
conftant practice, could not help reviewing political, 
as they did other, works ;- but they. deny that they 
ever entered into the difpute with any {fpirit either 
of party or acrimony : far from taking either fide, 
they blamed occafionally both, with a freedom which 
fhewed that they were determined to preferve, to the 
laft, their character of impartiality and independency. 
To give-inftances of this, would be to. quote almo 
every page of their Monthly Catalogues for the lait 
three years. It happens, however, as the moft in- 
different by-ftanders' may obferve, that the pa- 
pers and pamphlets againit any adminiftrdtion, are 
bought up with much greater avidity than thofe 
written in its defence; and confequently the op- 

ofition-writers are, of late, more numerous than 
thofe for the government, as well as more in- 
decent, more fhallow, and more incorreét, becaufe 
the bulk of them write only for the profit of their 
publications; and therefore the Reviewers have, per- 
haps, cenfured a greater number of antiminifterial 


than of minifterial productions. 


Notwithftanding this neceffary fate of fuch pub- 
lications, the Reviewers appeal to the whole courfe 
of their articles, whether they have given more 
quarter to the one party than to the other; and 
they are confident it will be found, confidering 
the number of both, that their accounts of cenfure 
and praife are pretty equally ballanced. But all the 
care they have taken has not prevented their enemies 
from publifhing in the papers, and propagating in 
private, the moft infamous falfhoods, as if the Re- 
viewers were tools of government, and kept in pay 
by the miniftry, to defend their meafures, right 
or wrong. As this virulent accufation is an at- 
tack upon their impartiality, and confequently upon 


their morals, they take this opportunity to declare, 
7 that 
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that they are under no influence whatever; nor are 
they more attached to the government than to the 
oppofition: They have often bewailed the neceffity 
they were under to criticife political controverfies ; 
but never purfued them farther than the interefts of 
the conftitution, truth, learning, and, fometimes, 
injured merit on both fides, indifpenfably required. 


Armed thus with integrity and independency, 
they are determined to proceed in the paths of can- 
dour and confcience ; regardlefs of thofe porcupines 
who, irritated through difappointment, dart their fret-_ 
ful quills at the writings or perfons of the Reviewers, 
who fear them no more than Pyrrhus did the weapon 
of Priam, which fell upon his buckler-——Jmbelle 
fine iciu. 








